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METROPOLITAN REGION SCHEME AMENDMENT 1160/41 � HELENA VALLEY 
Statement by Minister for Child Protection 

HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West � Minister for Child Protection) [4.08 pm]: I present today for 
tabling �Metropolitan Region Scheme Amendment 1160/41�, which will facilitate the residential development of 
approximately 29.65 hectares of land in Helena Valley. 

The MRS amendment is consistent with the approved foothills structure plan, which sets out strategic planning 
for the broader area, and this amendment is now implementing the recommendations of this plan. The structure 
plan designates the subject land for future urban purposes and is the final area of land designed for urban use in 
the eastern portion of Helena Valley. The subject land is relatively unconstrained for the movement of the 
development front. The proposed amendment consolidates, rather than extends, the existing urban front in this 
locality. The amendment area is well located in relation to the Midland regional centre, Perth Airport and the 
Hazelmere and Welshpool industrial areas. Furthermore, this amendment will assist with land and housing 
availability in the foothills area with approximately 220 lots ranging in size from 270 square metres to 
1 000 square metres. 

An important component of this amendment is that it defines the boundary between the urban zone and the 
Helena River foreshore. There is currently no foreshore reserve or public access to this section of Helena River. 
Lots 212, 213 and 214 have unrestricted access to Helena River. The setback to the Helena River foreshore has 
been carefully determined in consultation with the Shire of Mundaring, the Department of Environment and 
Conservation and the Department of Planning. It is proposed that the foreshore reserve retain significant remnant 
vegetation and topographical features. It is envisaged that the foreshore reserve will become publicly accessible. 
The Helena River foreshore is to be reserved as a parks and recreation area in a future metropolitan region 
scheme amendment. This will provide for a continuous foreshore reserve along Helena River, providing a 
connection from the Kalamunda National Park to the Swan River.  

In accordance with the statutory provisions for region scheme amendments, this amendment was advertised for 
three months between 2008 and 2009. Thirteen submissions were received in total. Two submissions contained 
comments of support, three submissions contained comments of objection, and eight submissions contained 
general comments. As a result of submissions and hearings, minor modifications were made to the amendment. 
The Western Australian Planning Commission considered that readvertising of the amendment was not 
necessary given the minor nature of the changes.  

I am pleased to now table the documentation for metropolitan region scheme amendment 1160/41. I commend it 
to the house. 

[See papers 1119, 1120A and 1120B.]  

Consideration of the statement made an order of the day for the next sitting, on motion by Hon Ed Dermer.  
 


